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Dear Friends,

How are YOU? During this time of great uncertainty, those three words take on more meaning. As a caring member 
of our vasculitis community, your well-being is important to us. I hope that you and your loved ones are staying 
healthy, and I want to thank you for your past contributions.

Your support has allowed us to be nimble in responding to the fast-changing needs of our community during this 
pandemic. We’ve pivoted from in-person programs to virtual events, including Vasculitis Awareness Month, the VF 
Pajama Party benefit, and our upcoming regional conferences. We’ve added online educational resources and hosted 
webinars to keep our community up-to-date with the latest and most accurate COVID-19 information. 

We are now in the third and final year of our Join Our Journey Campaign, and I am writing today to ask for your 
support, so that we can continue our work on behalf of those affected by vasculitis.

People like Kathy Olevsky, an accomplished martial artist, who was diagnosed with microscopic polyangiitis in 
2009. She went through an arduous journey to diagnosis—including trips to 13 different specialists—and endured six 
years of treatment before achieving long-term remission in 2013.

“What I love about the VF, is that it is a wealth of information and resources. I always know that if I  
need information that is accurate and based in fact and medical research, the VF is where I will find it. 

I celebrated my 40th wedding anniversary with my husband, Rob, in September. I guess, after my 
diagnosis, I wondered if I’d ever get to spend this much time with him. We love to hike the trails 

off the Blue Ridge Parkway. We hope to be doing that again for our anniversary this year.”

The VF looks forward to celebrations, too. In the coming year, we’ll celebrate the first-ever ACR-VF vasculitis 
treatment guidelines. We’ll need your help to cover the cost of disseminating this critical information to medical 
professionals, patients, and caregivers—including educational tools, webinars and podcasts, and patient 
conferences.

There is hope for new and more effective treatments on the horizon. We hear promising news coming out of clinical 
trials at the National Institutes of Health and from our partners at vasculitis centers around the world. Together, we 
can keep the momentum going!  

Would you consider using your own special occasion to make a gift to the VF? Every gift will go to work for better 
treatments and improving the lives of people with vasculitis. Imagine how much more we can do with your gift.

Sincerely,

Joyce A. Kullman
Executive Director


