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          What is the road ahead? I believe we need to think big!
A cure for vasculitis? I say why not!

--Peter A. Merkel, MD, MPH

November 2017

Dear Friend: 

When Dr. Merkel spoke about the future for everyone impacted by vasculitis, the Vasculitis Foundation 
began to “Dream Big!”  We began to dream about how we could most effectively collaborate with the 
vasculitis community – patients, family members, friends, healthcare providers, and scientists – around the world to 
achieve our dreams: faster diagnosis; better, less invasive treatments; and, ultimately, a cure for all forms of the disease.  

The Vasculitis Foundation is not just dreaming about a world without vasculitis, we are working hard to make the 
dream a reality.  Over the last year, with your support, the Vasculitis Foundation:

Funded a series of research projects through which we gained further understanding of the causes of 
vasculitis, diagnostic techniques, and more effective therapies
Collaborated with the pharmaceutical industry to assist in the development of treatments for GPA 
(Wegener’s), Giant cell arteritis and EGPA (Churg-Strauss Syndrome)

Provided state-of-the-art information to individuals impacted by vasculitis, empowering them to more 
effectively partner with their doctors to develop customized therapies
Continued to train promising young physicians in our effort to make certain that specialty care for 
individuals with vasculitis is more readily available throughout the United States

Next year, we intend to build upon that momentum and continue to serve the needs of the vasculitis 
community at unprecedented levels. We want to fund more research, increase our engagement with industry, offer a 
broader range of professional development opportunities, and continue to develop life-changing 
initiatives for individuals like you.

Today, we are asking you to invest with us, so that together, we can take another giant step closer to 
achieving our dreams. Please know that every contribution, large and small, will make a difference. By working together, 
we can assure that people with vasculitis get diagnosed sooner, gain the support they need to best manage their disease, 
and, live longer, healthier lives.

Thank you so very much for considering this request.

To your health,

Karen Hirsch, President  Joyce A. Kullman, Executive Director

P.S. Please visit  www.vasculitisfoundation.org/dream-big/ to share your dreams for yourself and the vasculitis community.


